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If Adam is the archetype of man, and Eve of woman, then the serpent who sold the apple to Eve in the
Garden of Eden was the first salesman: all culture and commerce flow from that act.

In this groundbreaking book on the nature and meaning of the sale, Earl Shorris takes us on a journey that
starts in Eden and comes at last to a consideration of where we are and what we have become in late
twentieth-century America, where selling has finally become the dominant human activity. Shorris focuses
on the perfection of this particular art here in America, where the vast frontier with its isolated settlements
cast the salesman in a heroic role: he was literally the bearer of culture, the source of a panoply of needed
and wanted items, everything from parasols to plowshares. He was Prometheus. All of this changed
dramatically in the years following World War II, when it dawned on manufacturers and sellers that the
American economy was producing more goods than people wanted or needed. Demand would have to be
created in order to sustain the expansion of markets, and then, as the economy became oversold, the role of
the salesman changed: his task was now to kill the competition. The argument of this brilliant work draws on
classical philosophy, contemporary politics, psychology, and economics; it is grounded in the author's long
experience as an advertising executive and consultant to major corporations. His firsthand observations and
interviews with salesmen of every description form the anecdotal bedrock of the narrative, which is further
enlivened by a series of fictions in which salesmen practice aspects of their trade. Out of these stories and
insights emerges a chilling new paradigm of humanlife in our times: that of homo vendens. Shorris shows us
how America became a nation of salesmen, and what this means to our economy, our politics, our culture,
and our character - especially our freedom to live as dignified persons.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Estrada:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the
Subversion of Culture.

Kathy Donnelly:

A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the Subversion of Culture can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing A Nation of
Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the Subversion of Culture but doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Andrew Joy:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The A
Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the Subversion of Culture provide you with a new
experience in examining a book.

Harold Scott:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is identified as of book A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the Subversion of Culture.
You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from
one destination for a other place.
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