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Congregationalists, the oldest group of American Protestants, are the heirs of New England's first founders.
While they were key characters in the story of early American history, from Plymouth Rock and the
founding of Harvard and Yale to the Revolutionary War, their luster and numbers have faded. But Margaret
Bendroth's critical history of Congregationalism over the past two centuries reveals how the denomination is
essential for understanding mainline Protestantism in the making.

Bendroth chronicles how the New England Puritans, known for their moral and doctrinal rigor, came to be
the antecedents of the United Church of Christ, one of the most liberal of all Protestant denominations today.
The demands of competition in the American religious marketplace spurred Congregationalists, Bendroth
argues, to face their distinctive history. By engaging deeply with their denomination's storied past, they
recast their modern identity. The soul-searching took diverse forms--from letter writing and eloquent
sermonizing to Pilgrim-celebrating Thanksgiving pageants--as Congregationalists renegotiated old
obligations to their seventeenth-century spiritual ancestors. The result was a modern piety that stood a
respectful but ironic distance from the past and made a crucial contribution to the American ethos of
religious tolerance.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Howard:

This The Last Puritans: Mainline Protestants and the Power of the Past are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Last Puritans: Mainline Protestants and
the Power of the Past can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Last Puritans: Mainline Protestants and the Power of
the Past forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Shawna Vaughn:

The reserve with title The Last Puritans: Mainline Protestants and the Power of the Past has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Sang Weems:

Exactly why? Because this The Last Puritans: Mainline Protestants and the Power of the Past is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Julie Bailey:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Last Puritans: Mainline Protestants and the Power of the Past can make you



experience more interested to read.
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