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A key concern in postwar America was “who’s passing for whom?” Analyzing representations of passing in
Hollywood films reveals changing cultural ideas about authenticity and identity in a country reeling from a
hot war and moving towards a cold one. After World War II, passing became an important theme in
Hollywood movies, one that lasted throughout the long 1950s, as it became a metaphor to express postwar
anxiety.

The potent, imagined fear of passing linked the language and anxieties of identity to other postwar concerns,
including cultural obsessions about threats from within. Passing created an epistemological conundrum that
threatened to destabilize all forms of identity, not just the longstanding American color line separating white
and black. In the imaginative fears of postwar America, identity was under siege on all fronts. Not only were
there blacks passing as whites, but women were passing as men, gays passing as straight, communists
passing as good Americans, Jews passing as gentiles, and even aliens passing as humans (and vice versa).

Fears about communist infiltration, invasion by aliens, collapsing gender and sexual categories, racial
ambiguity, and miscegenation made their way into films that featured narratives about passing. N. Megan
Kelley shows that these films transcend genre, discussing Gentleman’s Agreement, Home of the Brave,
Pinky, Island in the Sun, My Son John, Invasion of the Body-Snatchers, I Married a Monster from Outer
Space, Rebel without a Cause, Vertigo, All about Eve, and Johnny Guitar, among others.

Representations of passing enabled Americans to express anxieties about who they were and who they
imagined their neighbors to be. By showing how pervasive the anxiety about passing was, and how it
extended to virtually every facet of identity, Projections of Passing broadens the literature on passing in a
fundamental way. It also opens up important counter-narratives about postwar America and how the
language of identity developed in this critical period of American history.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Lewis:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Projections of Passing: Postwar Anxieties and Hollywood Films, 1947-
1960 as your daily resource information.

Tara Thornton:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Projections of Passing: Postwar Anxieties and Hollywood Films, 1947-1960 your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one application form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Projections of Passing: Postwar
Anxieties and Hollywood Films, 1947-1960 giving you one more experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Deborah Knight:

The book untitled Projections of Passing: Postwar Anxieties and Hollywood Films, 1947-1960 contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous
author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you
can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have
a nice read.

Carlos Mendoza:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Projections of Passing:
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