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“A deft, filled-out portrait of the thirty-first president...by far the best, most readable study of
Hoover’s presidency to date.” —Publishers Weekly

Rappleye’s surprising portrait of a Depression-era president Herbert Hoover reveals a very different figure
than the usual Hoover, engaged and active but loathe to experiment and conscious of his inability to convey
hope to the country.

Herbert Clark Hoover was the thirty-first President of the United States. He served one term, from 1929 to
1933. Often considered placid, passive, unsympathetic, and even paralyzed by national events, Hoover faced
an uphill battle in the face of the Great Depression. Many historians dismiss him as merely ineffective. But
in Herbert Hoover in the White House, Charles Rappleye draws on rare and intimate sources—memoirs and
diaries and thousands of documents kept by members of his cabinet and close advisors—to reveal a very
different figure than the one often portrayed. The real Hoover, argues Rappleye, just lacked the tools of
leadership.

The Hoover presented here will come as a surprise to both his longtime defenders and his many critics. In
public Hoover was shy and retiring, but in private he is revealed as a man of passion and sometimes of fury,
a man who intrigued against his enemies while fulminating over plots against him. Rappleye describes him
as more sophisticated and more active in economic policy than is often acknowledged. We see Hoover
watching a sunny (and he thought ignorant) FDR on the horizon. FDR did not “cure” the depression, but he
experimented with steps that relieved it. Most importantly he broke the mood of doom almost immediately.
The Hoover we see here—bright, well meaning, energetic—lacked the single critical element to succeed as
president. He had a first-class mind and a second-class temperament.

Herbert Hoover in the White House is an object lesson in the most, perhaps only, talent needed to be a
successful president—the temperament of leadership.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Jett:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Herbert Hoover in the
White House: The Ordeal of the Presidency. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Jeremy Reed:

Herbert Hoover in the White House: The Ordeal of the Presidency can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Herbert Hoover in the White House: The Ordeal of the Presidency yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great
information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Flora Gordon:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Herbert Hoover
in the White House: The Ordeal of the Presidency will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Lynn Gallagher:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Herbert Hoover in the White House: The Ordeal of the Presidency was filled with
regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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