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Bede and Aethelthryth asks why Christians in Britain around the year 700 enjoyed Latin poetry. What did
they see in it? What did they get from it? This book attempts to reconstruct the horizon of expectation of a
highly learned, Latin-speaking nun as she encounters a fifty-line poem by the Venerable Bede, the Hymn to
Aethelthryth. 

The reconstruction is hypothetical and derived from grammatical manuals, learned commentaries from the
early medieval period (especially Servius’s commentary on Virgil), and a wide variety of aesthetic
observations by classical and medieval readers. The first four chapters describe basic expectations of a reader
of Christian Latin poetry. The fifth chapter places the Hymn in its context within Bede’s Ecclesiastical
History. A few pages after Bede records his hymn, Caedmon will recite his own hymn under the watchful
eye of Whitby’s Abbess Hild, who was a friend of Aethelthryth. 

Both hymns are attempts to reform the lyric traditions of pagan Rome and pagan Anglo-Saxon England in
the light of Christian teaching. The last three chapters contain a line-by-line commentary on Bede’s
alphabetic, epanaleptic elegy.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Rogowski:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one having theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Bede and Aethelthryth: An Introduction to Christian Latin
Poetics (WV MEDIEVEAL EUROPEAN STUDIES) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Sarah Winship:

Exactly why? Because this Bede and Aethelthryth: An Introduction to Christian Latin Poetics (WV
MEDIEVEAL EUROPEAN STUDIES) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any
longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get
such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Lynette Cavanaugh:

Bede and Aethelthryth: An Introduction to Christian Latin Poetics (WV MEDIEVEAL EUROPEAN
STUDIES) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word
into delight arrangement in writing Bede and Aethelthryth: An Introduction to Christian Latin Poetics (WV
MEDIEVEAL EUROPEAN STUDIES) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Susan Woods:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Bede and Aethelthryth: An Introduction to
Christian Latin Poetics (WV MEDIEVEAL EUROPEAN STUDIES) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book



Bede and Aethelthryth: An Introduction to Christian Latin Poetics (WV MEDIEVEAL EUROPEAN
STUDIES) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of the time.
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