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One of The Economist's 2011 Books of the Year

Did Garibaldi do Italy a disservice when he helped its disparate parts achieve unity? Was the goal of political
unification a mistake? These questions are asked and answered in a number of ways in this engaging,
original consideration of the many histories that contribute to the brilliance-and weakness-of Italy today.

David Gilmour's wonderfully readable exploration of Italian life over the centuries is filled with provocative
anecdotes as well as personal observations, and is peopled with the great figures of the Italian past-from
Cicero and Virgil to Dante and the Medicis, from Garibaldi and Cavour to the controversial politicians of the
twentieth century. Gilmour's wise account of the Risorgimento, the pivotal epoch in modern Italian history,
debunks the nationalistic myths that surround it, though he paints a sympathetic portrait of Giuseppe Verdi, a
beloved hero of the era. Gilmour shows that the glory of Italy has always lain in its regions, with their
distinctive art, civic cultures, identities, and cuisines. Italy's inhabitants identified themselves not as Italians
but as Tuscans and Venetians, Sicilians and Lombards, Neapolitans and Genoese. Italy's strength and culture
still come from its regions rather than from its misconceived, mishandled notion of a unified nation.

With The Pursuit of Italy, David Gilmour has provided a coherent, persuasive, and entertaining interpretation
of the paradoxes of Italian life, past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Fannie Wymer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their
Peoples. Try to the actual book The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples as
your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Claudine Currie:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Pursuit of Italy: A History
of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Thelma Olivares:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can
be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one type
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a
Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Hubert Wooten:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land,
Its Regions, and Their Peoples reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation The
Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples as good book not simply by the cover



but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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