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The influenza epidemic of 1918 was one of the worst medical disasters in human history, taking close to
thirty million lives worldwide in less than a year, including more than 500,000 in the United States. What
made this pandemic even more frightening was the fact that it occurred when death rates for most common
infectious diseases were diminishing. Still, an epidemic is not merely a medical crisis; it has sociological,
psychological, and political dimensions as well. In Influenza and Inequality, Patricia J. Fanning examines
these other dimensions and brings to life this terrible episode of epidemic disease by tracing its path through
the town of Norwood, Massachusetts.

By 1918, Norwood was a small, ethnically diverse, industrialized, and stratified community. Ink, printing,
and tanning factories were owned by wealthy families who lived privileged lives. These industries attracted
immigrant laborers who made their homes in several ethnic neighborhoods and endured prejudice and
discrimination at the hands of native residents. When the epidemic struck, the immigrant neighborhoods
were most affected; a fact that played a significant role in the town's response?with tragic results.

This close analysis of one town's struggle illuminates how even well-intentioned elite groups may adopt and
implement strategies that can exacerbate rather than relieve a medical crisis. It is a cautionary tale that
demonstrates how social behavior can be a fundamental predictor of the epidemic curve, a community's
response to crisis, and the consequences of those actions.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Spigner:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Influenza and
Inequality: One Town's Tragic Response to the Great Epidemic of 1918? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Randal Revilla:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Influenza and Inequality: One Town's Tragic Response to the Great Epidemic of
1918 book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer associated with Influenza and Inequality: One Town's Tragic Response to the Great
Epidemic of 1918 content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Influenza and Inequality: One Town's Tragic Response to the Great Epidemic of 1918 is not loveable to be
your top record reading book?

Peter Chatman:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Influenza and
Inequality: One Town's Tragic Response to the Great Epidemic of 1918 which is getting the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Lorene Lord:

You can get this Influenza and Inequality: One Town's Tragic Response to the Great Epidemic of 1918 by go
to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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