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How will biodiversity loss affect ecosystem functioning, ecosystem services, and human well-being?

In an age of accelerating biodiversity loss, this timely and critical volume summarizes recent advances in
biodiversity-ecosystem functioning research and explores the economics of biodiversity and ecosystem
services. The book starts by summarizing the development of the basic science and provides a meta-analysis
that quantitatively tests several biodiversity and ecosystem functioning hypotheses. It then describes the
natural science foundations of biodiversity and ecosystem functioning
research including: quantifying functional diversity, the development of the field into a predictive science,
the effects of stability and complexity, methods to quantify mechanisms by which diversity affects
functioning, the importance of trophic structure, microbial ecology, and spatial dynamics. Finally,
the book takes research on biodiversity and ecosystem functioning further than it has ever gone into the
human dimension, describing the most pressing environmental challenges that face humanity and the effects
of diversity on: climate change mitigation, restoration of degraded habitats, managed ecosystems,
pollination, disease, and biological invasions.

However, what makes this volume truly unique are the chapters that consider the economic perspective.
These include a synthesis of the economics of ecosystem services and biodiversity, and the options open to
policy-makers to address the failure of markets to account for the loss of ecosystem services; an examination
of the challenges of valuing ecosystem services and, hence, to understanding the human consequences of
decisions that neglect these services; and an examination of the ways in
which economists are currently incorporating biodiversity and ecosystem functioning research into decision
models for the conservation and management of biodiversity. A final section describes new advances in
ecoinformatics that will help transform this field into a globally predictive science, and
summarizes the advancements and future directions of the field. The ultimate conclusion is that biodiversity
is an essential element of any strategy for sustainable development.
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From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Biodiversity, Ecosystem
Functioning, and Human Wellbeing: An Ecological and Economic Perspective. All type of book are you able
to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jeffrey Peak:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Biodiversity, Ecosystem
Functioning, and Human Wellbeing: An Ecological and Economic Perspective book because book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

Ernie Fleishman:

The publication with title Biodiversity, Ecosystem Functioning, and Human Wellbeing: An Ecological and
Economic Perspective has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition
of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Preston Garza:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Biodiversity, Ecosystem Functioning, and
Human Wellbeing: An Ecological and Economic Perspective can give you a lot of close friends because by
you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Biodiversity, Ecosystem Functioning, and Human Wellbeing:
An Ecological and Economic Perspective.
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