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At first glance, it may be difficult to accept that race and racism play a major role, whether conscious or
subconscious, in policymaking. But leaders are products of their upbringing and era, and even some of
America's best-educated presidents and secretaries of state have been slave owners, segregationists, or
bigots. Some belong to America's distant past, but it was not so long ago that the civil rights movement
began to correct America's troubled race relations.

While race has rarely served as the primary motivating factor in America's foreign policies, Michael Krenn
shows that it has functioned as both a powerful justification for U.S. actions abroad and a significant
influence on their shape, direction, and intensity. Portraying nonwhite races as inferior allowed U.S.
policymakers to rationalize territorial expansion at the expense of Native Americans and Mexico, to
demonize the enemy in wars fought against Filipino insurgents and Japanese soldiers, and to justify
intervention in developing nations. Racism made America's leaders soft on European colonialism, and U.S.
racial segregation laws were an obstacle to winning hearts and minds in the developing world during the
Cold War. Race plays a more subtle role in U.S. foreign relations today, but speeches about turning the war
on terror into a crusade, the abuse of detainees in military prisons, and apathy toward genocide in Darfur can
be explained, in part, by prejudice.

The Color of Empire challenges readers to recognize that American perceptions and prejudices about race
have influenced the conduct of U.S. foreign relations from the colonial era to the present. This concise
survey is an excellent introduction to the topic for both students and general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Gayle Skinner:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel.
The actual The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relations (Issues in the History of American
Foreign Relations) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Clifford Harvey:

Typically the book The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relations (Issues in the History of
American Foreign Relations) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research before
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article
book.

Breanne Gardner:

The book untitled The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relations (Issues in the History of
American Foreign Relations) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this.
The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You
can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice learn.

Keith Kuhlman:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended to your account is The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relations
(Issues in the History of American Foreign Relations) this book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research
when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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