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Often called the “most African” part of Brazil, the northeastern state of Bahia has the country’s largest Afro-
descendant population and a black culture renowned for its vibrancy. In Mama Africa, Patricia de Santana
Pinho examines the meanings of Africa in Bahian constructions of blackness. Combining insights from
anthropology, sociology, and cultural studies, Pinho considers how Afro-Bahian cultural groups, known as
blocos afro, conceive of Africanness, blackness, and themselves in relation to both. Mama Africa is a
translated, updated, and expanded edition of an award-winning book published in Brazil in 2004. Central to
the book, and to Bahian constructions of blackness, is what Pinho calls “the myth of Mama Africa,” the idea
that Africa exists as a nurturing spirit inside every black person.

Pinho explores how Bahian cultural production influences and is influenced by black diasporic cultures and
the idealization of Africa—to the extent that Bahia draws African American tourists wanting to learn about
their heritage. Analyzing the conceptions of blackness produced by the blocos afro, she describes how Africa
is re-inscribed on the body through clothes, hairstyles, and jewelry; once demeaned, blackness is reclaimed
as a source of beauty and pride. Turning to the body’s interior, Pinho explains that the myth of Mama Africa
implies that black appearances have corresponding black essences. Musical and dance abilities are seen as
naturally belonging to black people, and these traits are often believed to be transmitted by blood. Pinho
argues that such essentialized ideas of blackness render black culture increasingly vulnerable to exploitation
by the state and commercial interests. She contends that the myth of Mama Africa, while informing
oppositional black identities, overlaps with a constraining notion of Bahianness promoted by the government
and the tourist industry.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Wiggins:

This Mama Africa: Reinventing Blackness in Bahia book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of Mama Africa: Reinventing Blackness in Bahia without we understand teach the one who reading
through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Mama Africa: Reinventing Blackness
in Bahia can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Mama Africa: Reinventing Blackness in Bahia
having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Carmen Jensen:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Mama Africa: Reinventing Blackness in Bahia book
because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Gary Gonzales:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could
be taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Mama Africa: Reinventing Blackness in
Bahia as your daily resource information.

Mildred McConkey:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read
will be Mama Africa: Reinventing Blackness in Bahia.
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