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Over the past fifty years, Puerto Rican voters have roundly rejected any calls for national independence. Yet
the rhetoric and iconography of independence have been defining features of Puerto Rican literature and
culture. In the provocative new book Dream Nation, María Acosta Cruz investigates the roots and effects of
this profound disconnect between cultural fantasy and political reality.

Bringing together texts from Puerto Rican literature, history, and popular culture, Dream Nation shows how
imaginings of national independence have served many competing purposes. They have given authority to
the island’s literary and artistic establishment but have also been a badge of countercultural cool. These ideas
have been fueled both by nostalgia for an imagined past and by yearning for a better future. They have
fostered local communities on the island, and still helped define Puerto Rican identity within U.S. Latino
culture.

In clear, accessible prose, Acosta Cruz takes us on a journey from the 1898 annexation of Puerto Rico to the
elections of 2012, stopping at many cultural touchstones along the way, from the canonical literature of the
Generación del 30 to the rap music of Tego Calderón. Dream Nation thus serves both as a testament to how
stories, symbols, and heroes of independence have inspired the Puerto Rican imagination and as an urgent
warning about how this culture has become detached from the everyday concerns of the island’s people.

A volume in the American Literature Initiatives series
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hedrick:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Dream
Nation: Puerto Rican Culture and the Fictions of Independence (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the
United States)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different
opinion?

Paul Day:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just
their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture and
the Fictions of Independence (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States) to read.

Sophia Hardee:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture and the
Fictions of Independence (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States), you could enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Lois Wiggins:

You can obtain this Dream Nation: Puerto Rican Culture and the Fictions of Independence (Latinidad:
Transnational Cultures in the United States) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing
it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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