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Candice Rai’s Democracy’s Lot is an incisive exploration of the limitations and possibilities of democratic
discourse for resolving conflicts in urban communities. Rai roots her study of democratic politics and publics
in a range of urban case studies focused on public art, community policing, and urban development. These
studies examine the issues that erupted within an ethnically and economically diverse Chicago neighborhood
over conflicting visions for a vacant lot called Wilson Yard. Tracing how residents with disparate agendas
organized factions and deployed language, symbols, and other rhetorical devices in the struggle over Wilson
Yard’s redevelopment and other contested public spaces, Rai demonstrates that rhetoric is not solely a tool of
elite communicators, but rather a framework for understanding the agile communication strategies that are
improvised in the rough-and-tumble work of democratic life.

 

Wilson Yard, a lot eight blocks north of Wrigley Field in Chicago’s gentrifying Uptown neighborhood, is a
diverse enclave of residents enlivened by recent immigrants from Guatemala, Mexico, Vietnam, Ethiopia,
and elsewhere. The neighborhood’s North Broadway Street witnesses a daily multilingual hubbub of people
from a wide spectrum of income levels, religions, sexual identifications, and interest groups. When a fire left
the lot vacant, this divided community projected on Wilson Yard disparate and conflicting aspirations, the
resolution of which not only determined the fate of this particular urban space, but also revealed the lot of
democracy itself as a process of complex problem-solving. Rai’s detailed study of one block in an iconic
American city brings into vivid focus the remarkable challenges that beset democratic urban populations
anywhere on the globe—and how rhetoric supplies a framework to understand and resolve those challenges.

 

Based on exhaustive field work, Rai uses rhetorical ethnography to study competing publics, citizenship, and
rhetoric in action, exploring “rhetorical invention,” the discovery or development by individuals of the
resources or methods of engaging with and persuading others. She builds a case for democratic processes and
behaviors based not on reflexive idealism but rather on the hard work and practice of democracy, which must
address apathy, passion, conflict, and ambivalence.
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From reader reviews:

Kim McLoughlin:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Democracy's Lot: Rhetoric, Publics, and the Places of
Invention (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important any book Democracy's Lot: Rhetoric, Publics, and the Places of
Invention (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit). You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we could open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Cornell Smith:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to
answer that question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Democracy's
Lot: Rhetoric, Publics, and the Places of Invention (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) to read.

Jerry Montgomery:

This Democracy's Lot: Rhetoric, Publics, and the Places of Invention (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) are
generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Democracy's Lot: Rhetoric, Publics, and the Places of Invention (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) can be
one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but
feed you actually with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Democracy's Lot: Rhetoric, Publics, and the Places of Invention (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc
Crit) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Henry Jones:

Beside this Democracy's Lot: Rhetoric, Publics, and the Places of Invention (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc
Crit) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Democracy's Lot: Rhetoric, Publics, and the
Places of Invention (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) because this book offers to your account readable



information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it
from at this point!
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