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Contentious Republicans explores the mid-nineteenth-century rise of mass electoral democracy in the
southwestern region of Colombia, a country many assume has never had a meaningful democracy of any
sort. James E. Sanders describes a surprisingly rich republicanism characterized by legal rights and popular
participation, and he explains how this vibrant political culture was created largely by competing subaltern
groups seeking to claim their rights as citizens and their place in the political sphere. Moving beyond the
many studies of nineteenth-century nation building that focus on one segment of society, Contentious
Republicans examines the political activism of three distinct social and racial groups: Afro-Colombians,
Indians, and white peasant migrants.

Beginning in the late 1840s, subaltern groups entered the political arena to forge alliances, both temporary
and enduring, with the elite Liberal and Conservative Parties. In the process, each group formed its own
political discourses and reframed republicanism to suit its distinct needs. These popular liberals and popular
conservatives bargained for the parties’ support and deployed a broad repertoire of political actions,
including voting, demonstrations, petitions, strikes, boycotts, and armed struggle. By the 1880s, though,
many wealthy Colombians of both parties blamed popular political engagement for social disorder and
economic failure, and they successfully restricted lower-class participation in politics. Sanders suggests that
these reactionary developments contributed to the violence and unrest afflicting modern Colombia. Yet in
illuminating the country’s legacy of participatory politics in the nineteenth century, he shows that the current
situation is neither inevitable nor eternal.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Elder:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Contentious
Republicans: Popular Politics, Race, and Class in Nineteenth-Century Colombia book because this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you may already know.

Alan Durham:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Contentious Republicans: Popular Politics, Race,
and Class in Nineteenth-Century Colombia as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Contentious Republicans: Popular Politics, Race, and Class in
Nineteenth-Century Colombia to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Dorothy Stanek:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Contentious Republicans: Popular Politics, Race, and Class in Nineteenth-Century
Colombia we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must
love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life with this book Contentious Republicans: Popular Politics, Race, and Class in Nineteenth-Century
Colombia. You can more inviting than now.

Edward Doucet:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Contentious Republicans: Popular Politics, Race,
and Class in Nineteenth-Century Colombia to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Contentious Republicans: Popular Politics, Race,



and Class in Nineteenth-Century Colombia can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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