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On Friday nights many parents want to have a little fun together—without the kids. But “getting a
sitter”—especially a dependable one—rarely seems trouble-free. Will the kids be safe with “that girl”? It’s a
question that discomfited parents have been asking ever since the emergence of the modern American
teenage girl nearly a century ago. In Babysitter, Miriam Forman-Brunell brings critical attention to the
ubiquitous, yet long-overlooked babysitter in the popular imagination and American history.

Informed by her research on the history of teenage girls’ culture, Forman-Brunell analyzes the babysitter,
who has embodied adults’ fundamental apprehensions about girls’ pursuit of autonomy and empowerment.
In fact, the grievances go both ways, as girls have been distressed by unsatisfactory working conditions. In
her quest to gain a fuller picture of this largely unexamined cultural phenomenon, Forman-Brunell analyzes a
wealth of diverse sources, such as The Baby-sitter’s Club book series, horror movies like The Hand That
Rocks the Cradle, urban legends, magazines, newspapers, television shows, pornography, and more.

Forman-Brunell shows that beyond the mundane, understandable apprehensions stirred by hiring a caretaker
to “mind the children” in one’s own home, babysitters became lightning rods for society’s larger fears about
gender and generational change. In the end, experts’ efforts to tame teenage girls with training courses,
handbooks, and other texts failed to prevent generations from turning their backs on babysitting.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Grissom:

The book Babysitter: An American History make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Babysitter: An American History to
become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a guide
Babysitter: An American History. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Gregory Holloman:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Babysitter: An American History. All type
of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Gerri Townsend:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important usually. The book Babysitter: An American History seemed to be making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The book Babysitter: An American History is not only giving you more new information but also for
being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication.
Try to make relationship while using book Babysitter: An American History. You never feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Jose Brown:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Babysitter: An American History is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish
in this era.
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