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He was one of America’s most exciting and secretive generals—the man Franklin Roosevelt made his top
spy in World War II. A mythic figure whose legacy is still intensely debated, “Wild Bill” Donovan was
director of the Office of Strategic Services (the country’s first national intelligence agency) and the father of
today’s CIA. Donovan introduced the nation to the dark arts of covert warfare on a scale it had never seen
before. Now, veteran journalist Douglas Waller has mined government and private archives throughout the
United States and England, drawn on thousands of pages of recently declassified documents, and interviewed
scores of Donovan’s relatives, friends, and associates to produce a riveting biography of one of the most
powerful men in modern espionage.

William Joseph Donovan’s life was packed with personal drama. The son of poor Irish Catholic parents, he
married into Protestant wealth and fought heroically in World War I, where he earned the nickname “Wild
Bill” for his intense leadership and the Medal of Honor for his heroism. After the war he made millions as a
Republican lawyer on Wall Street until FDR, a Democrat, tapped him to be his strategic intelligence chief. A
charismatic leader, Donovan was revered by his secret agents. Yet at times he was reckless—risking his life
unnecessarily in war zones, engaging in extramarital affairs that became fodder for his political
enemies—and he endured heartbreaking tragedy when family members died at young ages.

Wild Bill Donovan reads like an action-packed spy thriller, with stories of daring young men and women in
his OSS sneaking behind enemy lines for sabotage, breaking into Washington embassies to steal secrets,
plotting to topple Adolf Hitler, and suffering brutal torture or death when they were captured by the Gestapo.
It is also a tale of political intrigue, of infighting at the highest levels of government, of powerful men pitted
against one another. Donovan fought enemies at home as often as the Axis abroad. Generals in the Pentagon
plotted against him.

J. Edgar Hoover had FBI agents dig up dirt on him. Donovan stole secrets from the Soviets before the dawn
of the Cold War and had intense battles with Winston Churchill and British spy chiefs over foreign turf.
Separating fact from fiction, Waller investigates the successes and the occasional spectacular failures of
Donovan’s intelligence career.

It makes for a gripping and revealing portrait of this most controversial spymaster.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Siller:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book Wild Bill Donovan: The Spymaster Who
Created the OSS and Modern American Espionage has been making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Wild Bill
Donovan: The Spymaster Who Created the OSS and Modern American Espionage is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Wild Bill Donovan: The
Spymaster Who Created the OSS and Modern American Espionage. You never sense lose out for everything
in case you read some books.

Barry Houde:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Wild Bill Donovan: The Spymaster Who Created the OSS and
Modern American Espionage book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with Wild Bill Donovan: The Spymaster Who
Created the OSS and Modern American Espionage content conveys the idea easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking Wild Bill Donovan: The Spymaster Who Created the OSS and Modern American
Espionage is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Ruth Frye:

This Wild Bill Donovan: The Spymaster Who Created the OSS and Modern American Espionage are usually
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Wild Bill Donovan:
The Spymaster Who Created the OSS and Modern American Espionage can be among the great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that
perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Wild Bill Donovan: The
Spymaster Who Created the OSS and Modern American Espionage forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jamie Ault:

This Wild Bill Donovan: The Spymaster Who Created the OSS and Modern American Espionage is great
reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with



world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word
or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in
it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Wild Bill Donovan: The Spymaster Who Created the OSS and Modern
American Espionage in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?
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