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In The Garden of Delights, Fiona J. Griffiths offers the first major study of the Hortus deliciarum, a
magnificently illuminated manuscript of theology, biblical history, and canon law written both by and
explicitly for women at the end of the twelfth century. In so doing she provides a brilliantly persuasive new
reading of female monastic culture. Through careful analysis of the contents, structure, and organization of
the Hortus, Griffiths argues for women's profound engagement with the spiritual and intellectual vitality of
the period on a level previously thought unimaginable, overturning the assumption that women were largely
excluded from the "renaissance" and "reform" of this period. As a work of scholarship that drew from a wide
range of sources, both monastic and scholastic, the Hortus provides a witness to the richness of women's
reading practices within the cloister, demonstrating that it was possible, even late into the twelfth century, for
communities of religious women to pursue an educational program that rivaled that available to men. At the
same time, the manuscript's reformist agenda reveals how women engaged the pressing spiritual questions of
the day, even going so far as to criticize priests and other churchmen who fell short of their reformist ideals.

Through her wide-ranging examination of the texts and images of the Hortus, their sources, composition, and
function, Griffiths offers an integrated understanding of the whole manuscript, one which highlights
women's Latin learning and orthodox spirituality. The Garden of Delights contributes to some of the most
urgent questions concerning medieval religious women, the interplay of gender, spirituality, and intellectual
engagement, to discussions concerning women scribes and writers, women readers, female authorship and
authority, and the visual culture of female communities. It will be of interest to art historians, scholars of
women's and gender studies, historians of medieval religion, education, and theology, and literary scholars
studying questions of female authorship and models of women's reading.
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From reader reviews:

Luz Davis:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Garden of Delights:
Reform and Renaissance for Women in the Twelfth Century (The Middle Ages Series) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Ann Mickey:

This book untitled The Garden of Delights: Reform and Renaissance for Women in the Twelfth Century
(The Middle Ages Series) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this e-book from your list.

Bruce Hardin:

The book The Garden of Delights: Reform and Renaissance for Women in the Twelfth Century (The Middle
Ages Series) will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea
is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The
Garden of Delights: Reform and Renaissance for Women in the Twelfth Century (The Middle Ages Series)
is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

James Waddell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be The Garden of Delights: Reform and Renaissance for
Women in the Twelfth Century (The Middle Ages Series) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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