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By 1888, when he was just twenty-eight, Chekhov had published a staggering 528 stories, about half of them
comic. Unpretentious, lively, and inventive, these comic stories have long been affectionately regarded in
Russia, but publishers in the West, overawed by the prevailing image of Chekhov as a melancholy genius,
have resisted the down-to-earth humorist. This collection is the first substantial volume in English devoted
solely to the comic stories. The forty stories here reveal the full range of Chekhov's comic mastery: simple
sketches, almost like verbal cartoons; outrageous parodies and stories with a comic twist; satirical and
subversive pieces that foreshadow the anti-authoritarian attitudes of his later work; and excursions into the
absurd that hint of his later stage dialogue. In these early comic stories Chekhov found himself as an artist.
Readers unfamiliar with them may miss the countless touches of humor in the later and more famous plays
and stories. Tolstoy, who disliked Chekhov's plays, was reduced to helpless fits of laughter by his comic
stories. They have a sense of fun and infectious good humor.
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From reader reviews:

John Caldwell:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Comic Stories. You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book The Comic Stories.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's read.

Cherry Simard:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Comic Stories. All type of book can you
see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Laura Bradberry:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Comic Stories provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Francis Lopez:

Beside this specific The Comic Stories in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Comic
Stories because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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