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Packed with more than a hundred color illustrations and a wide variety of puzzles and brainteasers, Taking
Sudoku Seriously uses this popular craze as the starting point for a fun-filled introduction to higher
mathematics. How many Sudoku solution squares are there? What shapes other than three-by-three blocks
can serve as acceptable Sudoku regions? What is the fewest number of starting clues a sound Sudoku puzzle
can have? Does solving Sudoku require mathematics? Jason Rosenhouse and Laura Taalman show that
answering these questions opens the door to a wealth of interesting mathematics. Indeed, they show that
Sudoku puzzles and their variants are a gateway into mathematical thinking generally. Among many topics,
the authors look at the notion of a Latin square--an object of long-standing interest to mathematicians--of
which Sudoku squares are a special case; discuss how one finds interesting Sudoku puzzles; explore the
connections between Sudoku, graph theory, and polynomials; and consider Sudoku extremes, including
puzzles with the maximal number of vacant regions, with the minimal number of starting clues, and
numerous others. The book concludes with a gallery of novel Sudoku variations--just pure solving fun! Most
of the puzzles are original to this volume, and all solutions to the puzzles appear in the back of the book or in
the text itself. A math book and a puzzle book, Taking Sudoku Seriously will change the way readers look at
Sudoku and mathematics, serving both as an introduction to mathematics for puzzle fans and as an
exploration of the intricacies of Sudoku for mathematics buffs.
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From reader reviews:

Jerome Chisolm:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be examine. Taking
Sudoku Seriously: The Math Behind the Worlds Most Popular Pencil Puzzle can be your answer given it can
be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Debbie Clark:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math Behind the Worlds Most Popular Pencil Puzzle will give you new
experience in looking at a book.

Mary Alejandro:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math Behind
the Worlds Most Popular Pencil Puzzle is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Nick Gulbranson:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math Behind the Worlds Most Popular
Pencil Puzzle can make you feel more interested to read.
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