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Did the Earth once undergo a super ice age, one that froze the entire planet from the poles to the equator? In
Snowball Earth, gifted writer Gabrielle Walker has crafted an intriguing global adventure story, following
maverick scientist Paul Hoffman’s quest to prove a theory so audacious and profound that it is shaking the
world of earth sciences to its core.

In lyrical prose that brings each remote and alluring locale vividly to life, Walker takes us on a thrilling
natural history expedition to witness firsthand the supporting evidence Hoffman has pieced together. That
evidence, he argues, shows that 700 million years ago the Earth did indeed freeze over completely, becoming
a giant “snowball,” in the worst climatic catastrophe in history. Even more startling is his assertion that,
instead of ending life on Earth, this global deep freeze was the trigger for the Cambrian Explosion, the
hitherto unexplained moment in geological time when a glorious profusion of complex life forms first
emerged from the primordial ooze.

In a story full of intellectual intrigue, we follow the irascible but brilliant Hoffman and a supporting cast of
intrepid geologists as they scour the planet, uncovering clue after surprising clue. We travel to a primeval
lagoon at Shark Bay in western Australia, where dolphins cavort with swimmers every morning at seven and
“living rocks” sprout out of the water like broccoli heads; to the desolate and forbidding ice fields of a tiny
Arctic archipelago seven hundred miles north of Norway; to the surprising fossil beds that decorate
Newfoundland’s foggy and windswept coastline; and on to the superheated salt pans of California’s Death
Valley.

Through the contours of these rich and varied landscapes Walker teaches us to read the traces of geological
time with expert eyes, and we marvel at the stunning feats of resilience and renewal our remarkable planet is
capable of. Snowball Earth is science writing at its most gripping and enlightening.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Jenkins:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Snowball Earth:
The Story of a Maverick Scientist and His Theory of the Global Catastrophe That Spawned Life As We
Know It is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

William Johnson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Snowball Earth: The Story of a
Maverick Scientist and His Theory of the Global Catastrophe That Spawned Life As We Know It that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Snowball
Earth: The Story of a Maverick Scientist and His Theory of the Global Catastrophe That Spawned Life As
We Know It become your own personal starter.

Jerold Niemi:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This guide Snowball Earth: The Story of a Maverick Scientist and His Theory of the Global
Catastrophe That Spawned Life As We Know It was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.

Peter Lombard:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Snowball Earth: The Story of a Maverick Scientist and His Theory of the Global Catastrophe That



Spawned Life As We Know It when you required it?
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