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Builders of a New South describes how, between 1865 and 1914, ten Natchez mercantile families emerged as
leading purveyors in the wholesale plantation supply and cotton handling business, and soon became a
dominant force in the social and economic Reconstruction of the Natchez District. They were able to take
advantage of postwar conditions in Natchez to gain mercantile prominence by supplying planters and black
sharecroppers in the plantation supply and cotton buying business. They parlayed this initial success into
cotton plantation ownership and became important local businessmen in Natchez, participating in many civic
improvements and politics that shaped the district into the twentieth century.

This book digs deep in countless records (including census, tax, property, and probate, as well as thousands
of chattel mortgage contracts) to explore how these traders functioned as entrepreneurs in the aftermath of
the Civil War, examining closely their role as furnishing merchants and land speculators, as well as their
relations with the area's planters and freed black population. Their use of favorable laws protecting them as
creditors, along with a solid community base that was civic-minded and culturally intact, greatly assisted
them in their success. These families prospered partly because of their good business practices, and partly
because local whites and blacks embraced them as useful agents in the emerging new marketplace. The
situation created by the aftermath of the war and emancipation provided an ideal circumstance for the
merchant families, and in the end, they played a key role in the district's economic survival and were the
prime modernizers of Natchez.
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From reader reviews:

Dean Rakestraw:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Builders of a New
South: Merchants, Capital, and the Remaking of Natchez, 1865-1914 book as starter and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

John Schreiber:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Builders of a New South: Merchants, Capital, and the
Remaking of Natchez, 1865-1914 as the daily resource information.

Robert Olsen:

This book untitled Builders of a New South: Merchants, Capital, and the Remaking of Natchez, 1865-1914
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you
can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it via
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from
your list.

Paul Horn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Builders of a
New South: Merchants, Capital, and the Remaking of Natchez, 1865-1914.
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