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"Welcome to Rockwell Land," writes Deborah Solomon in the introduction to this spirited and authoritative
biography of the painter who provided twentieth-century America with a defining image of itself. As the star
illustrator of The Saturday Evening Post for nearly half a century, Norman Rockwell mingled fact and fiction
in paintings that reflected the we-the-people, communitarian ideals of American democracy. Freckled Boy
Scouts and their mutts, sprightly grandmothers, a young man standing up to speak at a town hall meeting, a
little black girl named Ruby Bridges walking into an all-white school—here was an America whose citizens
seemed to believe in equality and gladness for all.

Who was this man who served as our unofficial "artist in chief" and bolstered our country's national identity?
Behind the folksy, pipe-smoking façade lay a surprisingly complex figure—a lonely painter who suffered
from depression and was consumed by a sense of inadequacy. He wound up in treatment with the celebrated
psychoanalyst Erik Erikson. In fact, Rockwell moved to Stockbridge, Massachusetts so that he and his wife
could be near Austen Riggs, a leading psychiatric hospital. "What's interesting is how Rockwell's personal
desire for inclusion and normalcy spoke to the national desire for inclusion and normalcy," writes Solomon.
"His work mirrors his own temperament—his sense of humor, his fear of depths—and struck Americans as a
truer version of themselves than the sallow, solemn, hard-bitten Puritans they knew from eighteenth-century
portraits."

Deborah Solomon, a biographer and art critic, draws on a wealth of unpublished letters and documents to
explore the relationship between Rockwell's despairing personality and his genius for reflecting America's
brightest hopes. "The thrill of his work," she writes, "is that he was able to use a commercial form [that of
magazine illustration] to thrash out his private obsessions." In American Mirror, Solomon trains her
perceptive eye not only on Rockwell and his art but on the development of visual journalism as it evolved
from illustration in the 1920s to photography in the 1930s to television in the 1950s. She offers vivid cameos
of the many famous Americans whom Rockwell counted as friends, including President Dwight Eisenhower,
the folk artist Grandma Moses, the rock musician Al Kooper, and the generation of now-forgotten painters
who ushered in the Golden Age of illustration, especially J. C. Leyendecker, the reclusive legend who
created the Arrow Collar Man.

Although derided by critics in his lifetime as a mere illustrator whose work could not compete with that of
the Abstract Expressionists and other modern art movements, Rockwell has since attracted a passionate
following in the art world. His faith in the power of storytelling puts his work in sync with the current art
scene. American Mirror brilliantly explains why he deserves to be remembered as an American master of the
first rank.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Steadman:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated
that for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay
than other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular
American Mirror: The Life and Art of Norman Rockwell book as beginning and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

James Alvarez:

The experience that you get from American Mirror: The Life and Art of Norman Rockwell is a more deep
you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but American Mirror: The Life and Art of Norman
Rockwell giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular
American Mirror: The Life and Art of Norman Rockwell instantly.

Nancy Tandy:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love American Mirror: The Life and Art
of Norman Rockwell, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Edgar Hightower:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. American Mirror: The Life and Art of Norman Rockwell can be your answer as it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.
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