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A comprehensive study of the Hongzhou school of Chan Buddhism, long regarded as the Golden Age of this
tradition, using many previously ignored texts, including stele inscriptions.

This book provides a wide-ranging examination of the Hongzhou school of Chan Buddhism—the precursor
to Zen Buddhism—under Mazu Daoyi (709–788) and his successors in eighth- through tenth-century China,
which was credited with creating a Golden Age or classical tradition. Jinhua Jia uses stele inscriptions and
other previously ignored texts to explore the school’s teachings and history. Defending the school as a full-
fledged, significant lineage, Jia reconstructs Mazu’s biography and resolves controversies about his disciples.
In contrast to the many scholars who either accept or reject the traditional Chan histories and discourse
records, she thoroughly examines the Hongzhou literature to differentiate the original, authentic portions
from later layers of modification and recreation.

The book describes the emergence and maturity of encounter dialogue and analyzes the new doctrines and
practices of the school to revise the traditional notion of Mazu and his followers as iconoclasts. It also
depicts the strivings of Mazu’s disciples for orthodoxy and how the criticisms of and reflections on
Hongzhou doctrine led to the schism of this line and the rise of the Shitou line and various houses during the
late Tang and Five Dynasties periods. Jia refutes the traditional Chan genealogy of two lines and five houses
and calls for new frameworks in the study of Chan history. An annotated translation of datable discourses of
Mazu is also included.

“What Jia develops is a lucid, humanized account of Mazu’s life and unique approach to Zen … If you are at
all interested in how Zen developed … then read this book. Jia’s scholarship is meticulous, his [sic]
conclusions fascinating, and his [sic] prose incisive.” — Zen and Back Again

“This is a gem of sinological scholarship … the author’s research diligence is impressive indeed. Any
specialist in Chinese religions allowed to take only a single secondary work on this crucial middle period of
Chinese Chan history to some imaginary desert island … would certainly select this volume for its
encyclopedic citation of primary and secondary sources, its integrated strategy of critically defining a corpus
of authentic documents followed by their systematic analysis, and its closely reasoned analysis of historical
and doctrinal issues.” — H-Net Reviews (H-Buddhism)

“There is certainly much to admire in this work, which will be consulted in future by all scholars working on
the development of Chan, especially for its accounts of long-disputed sources.” — Bulletin of the School of
Oriental and African Studies

“Jia critically surveys the available scholarship in Japanese, English, and Chinese, and puts forth her own
conclusions supported by extensive citations of traditional Chinese sources that have generally been
overlooked.” — Steven Heine, author of Dogen and the Koan Tradition: A Tale of Two Shobogenzo Texts
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From reader reviews:

Steven Richardson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book The Hongzhou School of Chan Buddhism in Eighth-
through Tenth-Century China it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book offers high quality.

Lily Winstead:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Hongzhou School of Chan Buddhism in Eighth-
through Tenth-Century China can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Hongzhou School of
Chan Buddhism in Eighth- through Tenth-Century China.

Joyce Matchett:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is referred to as of book The Hongzhou School of Chan Buddhism in Eighth- through Tenth-Century
China. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication.
It can bring you from one place to other place.

Mary Cox:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims
The Hongzhou School of Chan Buddhism in Eighth- through Tenth-Century China.
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