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How can a chemical we need on a daily basis to keep us healthy be fatal at a different dose? Why should
elements that are intrinsically dangerous be used in medicine? How did poisoners use the chemical properties
of chemicals to cover their tracks?

Emsley gives detailed histories of five of the most toxic elements - arsenic, antimony, lead, mercury, and
thallium, highlighting some of the most famous murders and how the murderers used the chemical properties
of elements to hide what they were doing. He shows how the elements have been behind many modern day
environmental catastrophes including accidental mass poisonings from lead and arsenic, and the Minamata
Bay Disaster in Japan.

The array of fascinating stories shows how chemicals have impacted the lives of people ranging from the
Greeks and Romans to Newton, Napoleon, Lucrezia Borgia, Mozart, Nelson Mandela, and Saddam Hussein.
Emsley also touches on subjects close to home: cot deaths, laxatives, venereal disease, alleged cures for
acne, hangovers, and insanity.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Flynn:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of
you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Shawn Hunter:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Elements of Murder: A History of Poison your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
publication then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The The
Elements of Murder: A History of Poison giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Thomas Carroll:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison was filled in relation to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Bill Dildy:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Elements of Murder: A History of Poison
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Elements of Murder: A
History of Poison has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself
and try to like reading that.
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