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In the aftermath of the Holocaust, Jewish historian Zosa Szajkowski gathered up tens of thousands of
documents from Nazi buildings in Berlin, and later, public archives and private synagogues in France, and
moved them all, illicitly, to New York.

In The Archive Thief, Lisa Moses Leff reconstructs Szajkowski's story in all its ambiguity. Born into poverty
in Russian Poland, Szajkowski first made his name in Paris as a communist journalist. In the late 1930s, as
he saw the threats to Jewish safety rising in Europe, he broke with the party and committed himself to
defending his people in a new way, as a scholar associated with the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research.

Following a harrowing 1941 escape from France and U.S. army service, Szajkowski struggled to remake his
life as a historian, eking out a living as a YIVO archivist in postwar New York. His scholarly output was
tremendous nevertheless; he published scores of studies on French Jewish history that opened up new ways
of thinking about Jewish emancipation, modernization, and the rise of modern antisemitism.

But underlying Szajkowski's scholarly accomplishments were the documents he stole, moved, and eventually
sold to American and Israeli research libraries, where they remain today.

Part detective story, part analysis of the construction of history,  The Archive Thief offers a window into the
debates over the rightful ownership of contested Jewish archives and the powerful ideological, economic,
and psychological forces that have made Jewish scholars care so deeply about preserving the remnants of
their past.
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From reader reviews:

Dixie Love:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The Archive Thief: The Man
Who Salvaged French Jewish History in the Wake of the Holocaust (The Oxford Series on History and
Archives) to read.

Brian Paige:

The guide untitled The Archive Thief: The Man Who Salvaged French Jewish History in the Wake of the
Holocaust (The Oxford Series on History and Archives) is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write
the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of The Archive Thief: The Man Who Salvaged French Jewish History in the Wake of the Holocaust
(The Oxford Series on History and Archives) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Kim Heflin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent all day long to reading a book. The book The Archive Thief: The Man Who Salvaged French Jewish
History in the Wake of the Holocaust (The Oxford Series on History and Archives) it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high
quality.

Diana Slama:

You may get this The Archive Thief: The Man Who Salvaged French Jewish History in the Wake of the
Holocaust (The Oxford Series on History and Archives) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve



are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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