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A thousand years before Isaac Asimov set down his Three Laws of Robotics, real and imagined automata
appeared in European courts, liturgies, and literary texts. Medieval robots took such forms as talking statues,
mechanical animals, and silent metal guardians; some served to entertain or instruct while others performed
disciplinary or surveillance functions. Variously ascribed to artisanal genius, inexplicable cosmic forces, or
demonic powers, these marvel ous fabrications raised fundamental questions about knowledge, nature, and
divine purpose in the Middle Ages.

Medieval Robots recovers the forgotten history of fantastical, aspirational, and terrifying machines that
captivated Europe in imagination and reality between the ninth and fourteenth centuries. E. R. Truitt traces
the different forms of self-moving or self-sustaining manufactured objects from their earliest appearancesin
the Latin West through centuries of mechanical and literary invention. Chronicled in romances and song as
well as histories and encyclopedias, medieval automata were powerful cultural objects that probed the limits
of natural philosophy, illuminated and challenged definitions of life and death, and epitomized the
transformative and threatening potential of foreign knowledge and culture. This original and wide-ranging
study reveals the convergence of science, technology, and imagination in medieval culture and demonstrates
the striking similarities between medieval and modern robotic and cybernetic visions.
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From reader reviews:
Willie Long:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each detailsthey get. How alot moreto
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Medieval Robots: Mechanism,
Magic, Nature, and Art (The Middle Ages Series) book because this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the datain this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Joan Naylor:

The particular book Medieval Robots: Mechanism, Magic, Nature, and Art (The Middle Ages Series) will
bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the ideais very
unigue. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Medieval Robots:
Mechanism, Magic, Nature, and Art (The Middle Ages Series) is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Betty Bobbitt:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Medieval Robots: Mechanism, Magic,
Nature, and Art (The Middle Ages Series), you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
want to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its named reading friends.

Walter Pressley:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Medieval Robots: Mechanism,
Magic, Nature, and Art (The Middle Ages Series) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So, for all you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Medieval Robots: Mechanism, Magic, Nature,
and Art (The Middle Ages Series) become your personal starter.
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