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Christianity and European-style monarchy—the cross and the scepter—were introduced to Scandinavia in
the tenth century, a development that was to have profound implications for all of Europe. Cross and Scepter
is a concise history of the Scandinavian kingdoms from the age of the Vikings to the Reformation, written by
Scandinavia’s leading medieval historian. Sverre Bagge shows how the rise of the three kingdoms not only
changed the face of Scandinavia, but also helped make the territorial state the standard political unit in
Western Europe. He describes Scandinavia’s momentous conversion to Christianity and the creation of
church and monarchy there, and traces how these events transformed Scandinavian law and justice, military
and administrative organization, social structure, political culture, and the division of power among the king,
aristocracy, and common people. Bagge sheds important new light on the reception of Christianity and
European learning in Scandinavia, and on Scandinavian history writing, philosophy, political thought, and
courtly culture. He looks at the reception of European impulses and their adaptation to Scandinavian
conditions, and examines the relationship of the three kingdoms to each other and the rest of Europe, paying
special attention to the inter-Scandinavian unions and their consequences for the concept of government and
the division of power.

Cross and Scepter provides an essential introduction to Scandinavian medieval history for scholars and
general readers alike, offering vital new insights into state formation and cultural change in Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Anita Pfeifer:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for us. The book Cross and Scepter: The Rise of the Scandinavian
Kingdoms from the Vikings to the Reformation has been making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Cross and Scepter: The
Rise of the Scandinavian Kingdoms from the Vikings to the Reformation is not only giving you more new
information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Cross and Scepter: The Rise of the
Scandinavian Kingdoms from the Vikings to the Reformation. You never truly feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Carla McFarlin:

This book untitled Cross and Scepter: The Rise of the Scandinavian Kingdoms from the Vikings to the
Reformation to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or
you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to
past this e-book from your list.

Tracy Laflamme:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Cross and Scepter: The Rise of the Scandinavian
Kingdoms from the Vikings to the Reformation, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jesse Williams:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Cross and Scepter: The Rise of the Scandinavian
Kingdoms from the Vikings to the Reformation can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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