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Public violence, a persistent feature of Latin American life since the collapse of Iberian rule in the 1820s, has
been especially prominent in Central America. Robert H. Holden shows how public violence shaped the
states that have governed Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Linking public
violence and patrimonial political cultures, he shows how the early states improvised their authority by
bargaining with armed bands or montoneras. Improvisation continued into the twentieth century as the bands
were gradually superseded by semi-autonomous national armies, and as new agents of public violence
emerged in the form of armed insurgencies and death squads. World War II, Holden argues, set into motion
the globalization of public violence. Its most dramatic manifestation in Central America was the surge in
U.S. military and police collaboration with the governments of the region, beginning with the Lend-Lease
program of the 1940s and continuing through the Cold War. Although the scope of public violence had
already been established by the people of the Central American countries, globalization intensified the
violence and inhibited attempts to shrink its scope. Drawing on archival research in all five countries as well
as in the United States, Holden elaborates the connections among the national, regional, and international
dimensions of public violence. Armies Without Nations crosses the borders of Central American, Latin
American, and North American history, providing a model for the study of global history and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Alonzo Stark:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Armies without Nations: Public
Violence and State Formation in Central America, 1821-1960 to read.

Patricia Welling:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one together with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Armies without Nations: Public Violence and State
Formation in Central America, 1821-1960 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Mohammad Darling:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Armies without Nations: Public
Violence and State Formation in Central America, 1821-1960 that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Armies without Nations: Public Violence
and State Formation in Central America, 1821-1960 become your current starter.

Evelyn Nay:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Armies without Nations: Public Violence and State Formation in Central America,
1821-1960 this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to



understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all
of you.
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