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This in-depth discussion of New Testament scholarship and the challenges of history as a whole proposes
Bayes’s Theorem, which deals with probabilities under conditions of uncertainty, as a solution to the
problem of establishing reliable historical criteria. The author demonstrates that valid historical
methods—not only in the study of Christian origins but in any historical study—can be described by, and
reduced to, the logic of Bayes’s Theorem. Conversely, he argues that any method that cannot be reduced to
this theorem is invalid and should be abandoned.

Writing with thoroughness and clarity, the author explains Bayes’s Theorem in terms that are easily
understandable to professional historians and laypeople alike, employing nothing more than well-known
primary school math. He then explores precisely how the theorem can be applied to history and addresses
numerous challenges to and criticisms of its use in testing or justifying the conclusions that historians make
about the important persons and events of the past. The traditional and established methods of historians are
analyzed using the theorem, as well as all the major "historicity criteria" employed in the latest quest to
establish the historicity of Jesus. The author demonstrates not only the deficiencies of these approaches but
also ways to rehabilitate them using Bayes’s Theorem.

Anyone with an interest in historical methods, how historical knowledge can be justified, new applications of
Bayes’s Theorem, or the study of the historical Jesus will find this book to be essential reading.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Stan Smith:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Proving History: Bayes's Theorem and the Quest for the Historical
Jesus book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer regarding Proving History: Bayes's Theorem and the Quest for the Historical Jesus
content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Proving History: Bayes's
Theorem and the Quest for the Historical Jesus is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Paulette Preston:

The publication with title Proving History: Bayes's Theorem and the Quest for the Historical Jesus has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Alice Weaver:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This guide Proving History: Bayes's Theorem and the Quest for the Historical Jesus
was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book that you wanted.

Ronald Sadowski:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Proving History: Bayes's Theorem and the Quest
for the Historical Jesus can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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