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Jack Northrop’s flying wings - or to give them their more correct title, all wing aircraft - were some of the
most spectacular, graceful and elegant flying machines ever to grace the skies. A design as aeronautically
pure as a flying wing had huge advantages over conventional aircraft design. This advantage was that drag
was reduced to an absolute minimum. Because of this minimum drag, the performance of the flying wing
became unequaled in speed, range and operating economy.

For many years aeronautical designers realized that by reducing drag - that is the net aerodynamic force
acting opposite to the direction of the movement of the solid object caused by the shape or form of an aircraft
as it passes through the air - that machine’s performance could be greatly increased. Early steps taken in this
direction brought about the changes from biplane to monoplane design; the elimination of external wing
struts and flying wires; the incorporation of retractable undercarriages and the general overall ‘smoothing
out’ of the shape. However, in spite of all these advances, the average conventional aircraft of today still has
two to four times the drag of a flying wing. So in order to reduce drag to its absolute minimum, a number of
aircraft designers took the drastic step of eliminating both the fuselage and tail altogether and placed the
pilot, the engines and the payload completely inside the wing envelope.

These aircraft from Northrop, in particular the incredible eight-engined all-jet YB-49, were the purest form
of flying machines - no fuselage, no tail - in fact barely any vertical surfaces at all. They seemed almost a
fantasy, something from the realms of science fiction.

For around forty years the history books recorded all of Northrop’s all-wing aircraft as little more than an
aberration, almost a failure, something that was an interesting dead-end that was investigated and found to be
little more than a¬¬ byway to mainstream conventional aeronautics that suffered a highly publicized fatal
crash and became embroiled in American politics. Then another design surfaced that equally captured the
public imagination. It was from Northrop-Grumman, the successor company to the original designers and
builders and it had exactly the same wingspan - this was the B-2 Spirit.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Hill:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Northrop Flying
Wings book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Bettye Heinrich:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Northrop Flying Wings as the daily resource
information.

Virginia Shrader:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Northrop Flying
Wings, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Truman Gallagher:

Northrop Flying Wings can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Northrop Flying Wings nevertheless
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.
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