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Cesar Chavez, the labor organizer and founder of the United Farm Workers of America, was, perhaps, an
unlikely hero. In this biography, his early life is shown to be fairly typical for a boy in a close-knit family of
Mexican Americans who worked the land in Arizona and California and endured hardship and
discrimination. His story reveals the underside of the American Dream, and his later successes in helping
farm workers and building a union to represent them are a testament to something extraordinary in a
seemingly ordinary man.

As a young man, Chavez looked for a way out of the fields in the Navy but only found similar ethnic hatred.
He married and started a family soon after his discharge and returned to the fields. Chavez hated the
injustices meted out to his family and other migrant workers. They were on American labor's last rung,
thousands of individuals making a pittance for their back-breaking work, living in desperate and inhumane
conditions, poisoned by the pesticides, with few rights or leaders on whom to lean. The migrant workers
found a champion in Chavez, who started to see the possibilities of making a difference for those in need. He
began to work for a social service agency in California and met a priest who inspired him to read and learn
about figures such as Mohandas Gandhi. From that point on, his labor activism is legendary. In the context of
the times, with the Civil Rights Movement, Vietnam, and race riots raging, Chavez is shown to slowly build
the farm workers labor movement, along with colleagues such as Dolores Huerta. Using the nonviolent
examples of Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr., from the 1960s until his death in 1993, Chavez launched
strikes, boycotts, marches, and his famous hunger strikes to force concessions from the big growers for better
conditions and pay for the workers. His union lobbied Congress on behalf of the farm workers. Chavez and
his supporters faced police and grower brutality, government surveillance, and death threats, and he was
jailed several times. Like Gandhi, his example is for the ages.
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From reader reviews:

Tasha Page:

The actual book Cesar Chavez: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) will bring one to the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read,
this book very appropriate to you. The book Cesar Chavez: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Amanda Acuna:

This Cesar Chavez: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) is great reserve for you because the content that
is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Cesar Chavez: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you
world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Catherine Benavidez:

Beside that Cesar Chavez: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) in your phone, it might give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have Cesar Chavez: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read
it from today!

Antonio Sisson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Cesar Chavez: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies)
or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Cesar
Chavez: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of



book like this one.
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